12/2/2015	Hanover Dog Park Meeting

In attendance:
Nancy Devlin
Cathy Zine
Laura Rappaport
Paul Ciccolo

Discussion

Meeting began at 6:05.  Discussion included updates on the following:

Park & Rec:  Park & Rec, via email has expressed that they are not willing to give any land to a dog park.   Their list of objections was addressed in an email on the morning of their December meeting with the request to keep an open mind and open conversation.  We were told that they would review at that nights meeting.

Conservation Commission/open space.  Although Paul and  Nancy met with a member of the open space committee pointing out possible locations at Forge Pond, this land falls under Conservation land and, by law and definition, conservation land can only be used for "passive recreation", ie: walking trails.  A dog park is classified as "active recreation" in that fences, benches and water are required.  As such, all open space/conservation land is off the table. 

So, Park & Rec is the committee to give us the land, as their land is designated as for "active recreational use"  however, even if they agreed  the land surrounding Forge Pond Park is all open space/conservation.

Our next step is to meet with the Board of Selectman to see if the town of Hanover has any land that could be considered:  
Suggestions:  Winter St land,  Land behind Tsangs (aerial mapquest it.  It is the location of the new housing being built behind JC's Ice Cream.)

NOTE: It was discussed that we would attend this Monday (12/7) Board of Selectman's meeting, however, we did not get on the agenda, and the next meeting we can/should/are slated to attend is Thursday, January 4.

Cardinal Cushing:  Would like to meet  with the person in charge at Cardinal Cushing.  Keep all options open

Leash Free Times-  We discussed the possibility of having "leash free" times at possible locations that are currently open/space-conservation land.  In order to do this, we would have to get a petition to amend the current leash laws in town.  This amendment would be voted on at Town meeting.

Bumper Stickers.  Although I was eager to order stickers and get our "brand" out there it was decided that it is better to wait.  We don't have anything to raise funds for yet..

In an effort to plan ahead and keep on track we all agreed to pre-plan the next 4 meetings:  hopefully all can attend.   We chose the 2nd Monday of each coming month giving us :
Jan 11/ 2016, Feburary 8, March 14 and April 11.  After that, town meeting is the first weekend in May, so we have to report..

After a little discussion on what we feed our dogs, the meeting was adjourned at  6:45pm


 





